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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

Gulf of Mexico Alliance Coastal Community Small Grants
Deadline: December 9, 2016

Proposals are now being accepted from coastal communities who wish to 
proactively address their vulnerabilities to coastal hazards previously identified 
during a community self-assessment, such as the Community Resilience Index. 
For more information or to apply, please go to www.gulfofmexicoalliance.org/
our-priorities/priority-issue-teams/community-resilience-team/community-
resilience-small-grants/.

NOAA FY2017 Marine Debris Research Grants
Deadline: December 19, 2016

This opportunity provides funding to support eligible organizations to conduct 
research directly related to marine debris through field, laboratory, and 
modeling experiments. Funding supports research that explores the ecological 
risk associated with marine debris, determines debris exposure levels, and 
examines the fate and transport of marine debris in nearshore, coastal 
environments. Typical awards will range from $150,000 to $250,000. For more 
information or to apply, please go to www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=289016. 

Environmental Justice Small Grants Request for Proposals
Deadline: January 31, 2017

The EPA is accepting proposals for projects that support activities designed 
to empower and educate vulnerable communities, disproportionately 
impacted by environmental harms, to understand environmental and public 
health issues, and to identify ways to address these issues at the local level. 
Projects are typically awarded $30,000 each. For more information, please go 
to www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-small-grants-
program#tab-2.

National Geographic Conservation Trust Grants
Deadline: Ongoing request for proposals

The Conservation Trust will fund projects that contribute significantly to 
the preservation and sustainable use of the Earth’s biological, cultural, and 
historical resources. Typical awards will range from $15,000 to $20,000. For 
more information or to apply, please go to www.nationalgeographic.com/
explorers/grants-programs/conservation-trust-application/.

2017 Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration Grant Program Request 
for Proposals
Deadline: January 31, 2017

This opportunity provides funding to support projects that develop community 
capacity to sustain local natural resources for future generations. Projects 
should focus on ecological improvements including: wetland, riparian, forest 
and coastal habitat restoration; wildlife conservation; community tree canopy 
enhancement; and/or water quality monitoring and stormwater management; 
along with targeted community outreach, education, and stewardship. Priority 
will be given to projects in urban, suburban, and/or rural areas that advance 
water quality goals in environmental justice communities. Awards range from 
$20,000 to $50,000. For more information or to apply, please go to www.nfwf.
org/fivestar/Pages/2017rfp.aspx.

STUDENT CONTESTS 

2017 Bow Seat Ocean 
Awareness Student Contest
Deadline: June 19, 2017

Middle and high school 
students from around the 
world are invited to create 
works of art, poetry, prose, or 
film that speak to this year’s 
theme – Ocean Pollution: 
Challenges & Solutions. 
Students need an adult 
sponsor to submit to the 
Contest, and the Contest 
is completely free to enter. 
Students can earn awards up 
to $1,500 in each category, 
and Bow Seat also grants 
Sponsor Recognition awards 
of $750 for outstanding 
teachers, parents, and 
mentors who help a student 
submit to the Contest. For 
more information please visit: 
http://fromthebowseat.org/
contest.php. 

2017 Bow Seat Marine 
Debris Creative Advocacy 
Competition
Deadline: June 19, 2017

This competition challenges 
middle and high school 
students from the US to 
implement real-world 
advocacy projects in their 
schools and communities, 
with the goals of educating 
the public about marine 
debris, inspiring people to 
change their behavior, and 
engaging them in activities 
that reduce or prevent marine 
debris. Students need an 
adult sponsor to participate 
in the competition, and the 
competition is free to enter. 
Students can earn awards up 
to $5,000. The deadline to 
submit is June 19, 2017. For 
more information, please visit: 
http://fromthebowseat.org/
advocacy-competition.php.
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